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TOP secre! a, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


ss April 1962 





MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL TAYLOR 
SPECIAL GRUUP (AUGMENTED) 


From: Brig. Gen. Lansdale 
Subject: Operation Moagoose 


For the information of the members of the Special Group (Aug- | 
rented), the following are highlights of current matters in Cperation 
Mongoose reported to me: 


1. 


Trial. The trial of the Playa Ciron prisoners has ended, accord- 
ing to Havana Radio, with the sentences to be announced at a later date. 
CIA has accepted the figure of 1,182 prisoners. The trial prosecutor 


repostedly asked for sentences of death or 20-years at hard labor. 


The US-resident families of the prisoners decided nat to go to Cube, 
according te the State Department. 


“Food for Prisoners." At the 29 March Special Group (Augmented) 
meeting, State was tasked with ascertaining if a deal could be made with 
Castro en the prisoners, in return fer food from private charitable orgaai- 
aations. Dick Goodwin has reported that State is still trying to find aa 
emissary. The Australian goverament turned if down. The Halian 
delegate to the UN bas received approval from Reme to act as an emissary, 
at 1145 this morning, according te the State Department. 


Clemeacy. Dick Goodwin reported that Goulart received a reply 
{rom esident Dorticoe of Cuba aad informed the White House yesterday; 
in effect, Dorticos politely noted Goulart's appeal for Cuban clemency. 
State had prompted appeals from ether » notably Menice and | 
Coretta ee ae CAS resolution. CIA coatacts in Latin American (Fi) p 
countsies were also applied to this g crease a «Apr 27] 
962.) 









prisoners. (See CIA progress report SC No. 03599/62 of 4 April |! 
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